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City of Gretna Groundbreaking Ceremony for the new Community Complex

Gretna, Nebraska, April 9", 2025 — The City of Gretna proudly held a groundbreaking ceremony for the
new Gretna Community Complex, located at the intersection of Highway 6/31 and Jansen Drive, next to
the Gretna Crossing Park Water Tower. City officials, project partners, and members of the community
gathered to commemorate this significant milestone.

This event marks the beginning of an exciting project that will become a vital hub for community
engagement, growth, and civic connection. The over 60,000-square-foot facility will house City Hall, the
Adult and Children’s Library, and a Community Center, bringing together essential civic services under
one roof. The new complex will offer creative spaces, expanded programming, and more accessible
resources for residents.

Driven by the city’s continued growth and the need for additional space in the current City Hall and
Library, the Community Complex is designed to meet both present and future needs. “This is going to
really be in the heart of our community. We’re not just building a building, we’re planting a seed for the
next generation,” said Mayor Mike Evans.

The City has partnered with Project Control as the Owners Rep, Weitz Company as the Construction
Manager at Risk, and Sinclair Hille Architects as the lead for the design team. The Gretna Public Library
Board and Foundation have played a key role in moving the project forward, with years of work
culminating in the “Writing Our Story” Capital Campaign to support the new library. “The new library
project is not just about creating space- its about creating opportunity. Opportunity to enhance access
to quality resources, strengthen technical literacy, and foster innovation in every corner of Gretna,” said
Rachel Cushing, the President of the Library Board.

Ruff Grading is currently preparing the site, and full construction is scheduled to begin this summer. The
Community Complex is expected to be completed by late 2026 or early 2027.

To stay up to date on the project, visit our Community Complex page on our website:
https://www.gretnane.org/254/Community-Complex

From Left to Right
Hilary Thien(Weitz), Justin Short(Project Control), Kjersten Tucker(Sinclair Hille Architects), Erin Wilnerd(Library Foundation), Rachel Cushing(Library Board),
Mayor Mike Evans, Kara Alexander(Council President & Library Liaison), Paula J. Dennison(City Administrator), Ann Bock(Library & Community Advocate),
Lauren Liebentritt(City Council), Bill Proctor(City Council)
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For media inquiries or further information, please contact DeAnna Whittemore, Communications &
Events Coordinator, City of Gretna, NE, DeAnna@cityofgretna.com.
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The City of Gretna is a vibrant community located in Nebraska, known for its rich history, exceptional

quality of life, and commitment to progress. With a thriving economy, excellent schools, and a strong
sense of community, Gretna offers residents and visitors alike a welcoming environment to live, work,
and play.

Renderings of the building and property:
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